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living, feel for those who have given their lives 
to protect others. In the famous Gettysburg 
address, Lincoln summarizes these feelings in 
a most profound way:

It is for the living, rather, to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. 
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us—that from 
these honored dead we take increased devo-
tion to that cause for which they gave the 
last full measure of devotion—that we here 
highly resolve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain . . .’’

Let us pay tribute to the five brave men who 
gave their ‘‘last full measure of devotion’’ to 
the community that they were protecting: 
Myron Trapp, October 6, 1959; Andy Reese, 
May 30, 1970; Donald Reed, June 7, 1980; 
Michael Rainford, November 7, 1980; and 
Howard Dallies, Jr., March 9, 1993. Let us not 
forget their heroism, their loyalty, and their 
dedication to duty. 
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, senior 
citizens have always served as the corner-
stone of our country’s population and as 
America’s aging generation continues to rap-
idly increase, the health and well being of our 
nation’s elderly becomes more and more im-
portant. 

The Senior Friends Chapter at Columbia 
Deering Hospital has recognized the impor-
tance of fitness among the senior population 
and are taking the initiative of spearheading 
Senior Health and Fitness Day in Miami-Dade 
County, Florida. 

Exercise has been clinically proven to help 
fight many ailments that affect seniors, such 
as osteoporosis, heart disease, and arthritis, 
and is highly recommended to improve the 
overall quality of life at any age. On May 26, 
the Senior Friends Chapter at Deering Hos-
pital will host activities such as fitness walks, 
exercise demonstrations, health screenings, 
and health information workshops to educate 
Miami’s seniors about the many benefits of fit-
ness and to encourage their participation in a 
more active lifestyle. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to The Senior Friends Chapter for their 
focus on senior’s health. 
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
announce that the Defense Industrial Supply 
Center (DISC) in my district will be disestab-
lished in a fitting ceremony on July 2, 1999. In 

accordance with the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission, DISC and its hard work-
ing employees will continue their mission as a 
part of a new organization, the Defense Sup-
ply Center Philadelphia. 

Established as a field activity of the Defense 
Logistics Agency on April 1, 1962, DISC has 
for over three decades combined professional 
personnel talent with modern management 
techniques to provide its military customers 
throughout the world with responsive logistic 
support. 

DISC items were used by all the services in 
support of their multimillion dollar weapon sys-
tems, such as, the Trident, Patriot and Minute-
man III missiles; the Black Hawk and Apache 
helicopters; the Abrams tank; the Eagle, Hor-
net and Harrier aircraft; the Ohio and Los An-
geles Class submarines; the AEGIS Class 
cruisers; and the Nimitz Class aircraft carriers, 
as well as certain NASA space programs. In 
addition to supplying vital parts to our Armed 
Forces, DISC also provided emergency sup-
port in times of disaster. 

From its headquarters in Northeast Philadel-
phia, DISC military and civilian personnel 
maintained a constant flow of critical items 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, to satisfy the 
supply needs of the military services. The 
Center was responsible for the wholesale sup-
port of industrial and commercial type items to 
the military services. These items included 
plumbing, wood products, material handling 
and facilities maintenance supplies, marine 
safety and fire fighting equipment, food service 
equipment, imaging and information supplies, 
as well as bearings, rope, cable and fittings, 
fasteners, hardware, packing and gasket ma-
terials, springs and rings, metal bars, sheets 
and shapes, electrical wire and cable, as well 
as certain ores, minerals and precious metals. 

Active in Philadelphia community affairs, 
DISC employees participated in numerous 
civic activities in and around the Delaware 
Valley. Many employees have earned wide 
recognition for their volunteer work in personal 
one-to-one relationships with the young, the 
old, and the needy through such programs as 
Project Reachout and Project Give. The em-
ployees are also key members and leaders in 
a host of other community groups and asso-
ciations, such as Boy and Girl Scouts; Little 
League; United Way; and in church, veterans 
and civic organizations where they participate 
in many activities of benefit to the greater 
Philadelphia area. 

DISC has earned the privilege to fly the 
Minuteman flag each year of its existence 
through U.S. Saving Bonds participation. This 
is a unique record unequaled by any other 
major Federal Activity. 

As the Defense Industrial Supply Center 
Colors are lowered for the last time, I person-
ally extend my sincere praise and appreciation 
to Nicholas J. Ranalli, DISC’s Administrator, 
and to all military and civilian employees, past 
and present, who have been providing dedi-
cated service to our military personnel around 
the world since 1962. 

The people of Philadelphia and the Nation 
can take justifiable pride in a fine job well 
done and to look forward to the continuation of 
DISC’s vital role in the defense efforts of our 
country when the mission of the Defense In-
dustrial Supply Center conjoins its operation 
with the Defense Supply Center Philadelphia. 
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Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a friend and an important constituent 
from the First District of Alabama who will be 
in my office Thursday on the occasion of his 
50th birthday. 

Ben Tom Roberts is the current president of 
the Alabama Association of Realtors (AAR). In 
addition, he is a principle in Roberts Brothers, 
Inc., a family-owned business that for more 
than 53 years has been serving the real estate 
needs of generations of south Alabamians. 

Ben Tom’s motivation and inherent knowl-
edge of the real estate industry has propelled 
him to one of the foremost leaders in his field. 
Not only is he co-owner of Mobile’s largest 
real estate firm, he has also served as presi-
dent of the Mobile Area Association of Real-
tors as well as state president of the Real Es-
tate Securities and Syndication Institute. 
Clearly, real estate is in Ben Tom’s blood and 
the real estate industry in Alabama is truly 
benefitting from his leadership, as well as his 
considerable experiences. 

In addition to Ben Tom’s service to the in-
dustry, he is actively involved in the life of our 
community. From the American Cancer Soci-
ety to the United Way, Ben Tom’s philanthropy 
has truly spanned the alphabet. It is fair to say 
he has given generously of his time and tal-
ents in the service of his fellow man. 

In recent years, Ben Tom has held numer-
ous leadership posts, serving as vice chair-
man of the Mobile Chamber of Commerce and 
past president of the Country Club of Mobile, 
the Chandler YMCA and the Metropolitan 
YMCA. In addition, he serves on many 
boards, including Southtrust Bank, the Old 
Overton Club and the Alabama Golf Associa-
tion. 

Ben Tom, and his lovely wife Gale, are ac-
tive members of St. Ignatius Catholic Church 
in Mobile, where he is serving as chairman of 
the Stephen Ministries. Mr. Speaker, as 50 
candles light Ben Tom’s birthday cake, I ask 
you to join me in congratulating him on his 
outstanding achievements in the real estate 
arena, and his support of charitable causes 
and community organizations in Mobile and 
throughout the state of Alabama. 
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Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with pleas-
ure that I am introducing the Public Hearing 
Standardization Act of 1999. This Act is need-
ed so that the general public can meaningfully 
contribute to the process used by federal 
agencies to obtain public input. Currently, pub-
lic hearings provide a process to the general 
public so that their comments and input can 
become part of the official record. However, 
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